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ABSTRACT 


To create a balanced and civilized society we must depend upon the 
great culture and tradition of the past which is brilliantly depicted in 
the ancient texts of Bharata. Through this, a noble Nation can be built 
up and a strong Nationalism will be established by the people. For all 
these development, Sanskrit particularly the Vedic literature will be 
the source of knowledge, to enhance and cultivate the ideas within 
the mind of the people. So Sanskrit and Nationalism are the basic 


elements for a healthy nation. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The term Nationalism is connected to the word nation 
which refers the community of people having mainly 
common descent, history, language etc. forming state 
or inhabiting territory. Again the term nationalism 
denotes the patriotic feeling, principles etc. or the 
policy of national Independence. The above said 
meaning we may get in Oxford dictionary. In general, 
we may say Nationalism means the deep loyalty 
towards the nation as well as the fellow citizens and a 
force to become united. Now the question is how this 
unifying forces and the concept of loyalty to towards 
the Nation is being analyzed in the texts of Sanskrit 
more specifically in Vedic literature. This is an 
attempt here to discuss and highlight the Nationalism 
in connection to the references of Veda-s and 
Upanisad-s and vedic related texts. 


1. Declaration of the term Bharata in Rgveda:- 

Rgveda is considered as the first noted text of 
Sanskrit literature and profusely accepted as 
Dharmagrantha - the religious text of Aryans - the 
first civilized man of Arvabhumi Bharata. In Reveda, 
we may come across with the term Bharata as uttered 
in many places. By considering and analysing the 
etymological meaning of the word Bharata, critics 
used to give their opinion in different ways. In the 
second Mandala and seventh Sukta of Rgveda the 
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word Bharata uttered as the Rtvija associated to 
Bharata. The Mantra goes as — 


ISS UlASS ANAset CAAKAAT S| 
qat Teeye TAA Rgveda. 2.7.1 
To give a better clarification Acarya Sayana says — 
aM Ricdat:| AW Arde sa:| A seaara fa: 
Aetela: Edlatice catMAAMIcda| Hence it is 
understood that the name of Rsi as Bharata. In 
another commentary of Venkata, it says as - ANd! UT 


fe cdear get ania sft SAU. It means the fire 
(Agni) named as ANd (Bharata) as it makes reach the 
Havi to the other deities. 


Again, in third Mandala and fifty Sakta, the word 
Bharata is uttered as Janapada associated with the 
Sage Visvamitra. The mantra goes as — 


USA Veal 3A se fAegaseda| 
faganiaae]a tata SEA ANA Set! Reveda 
Sa lZ 
In Sayanabhasya it is said, fagafAaea AA Sch Sra 
fast SEACAT ANA Adel Set Lata Terai 
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NAA HXe eq Sea: | fIcdTalegeled: | It means, 


Lord Indra protects Bharata - the dynasty of Bharata 
with the prayer of Viswamitra. 


In fourth Mandala of Rgveda, the term Bharata is 
denoting the meaning as Bharta. The Mantra of 
Reveda as — 


U Sra TAMAS A AMS FAA UTA | 
Rgveda.4.25.4 


The commentator Sayanacarya says HNd @fast 
HA Set: | HO Ica WoT ANAeL ANA: Slot Tata | 
It means, the Bharta - the leader Agni, provides 
happiness to the Yajamanas. 


Again in sixth Mandala, the Mantra as — 
HTTA HANA FaeT Tear: | 
adanes Acta: | Reveda.6.16.19 


Acarya Sayana says Rd: @fast al fedlaraea 
Vdeeaey Uet:| Here it is narrated Bharata Agni as 


protector of the universe. In another Mantra it is said 
as — 


Jaret IN GTAGAAT alae gra | 
erat fa seAst| Reveda — 6.16.45 


Here the term Bharata as represent the name of Agni 
to sustain and enlighten the world with his bright 
rays. 


As a whole the term Bharata is used in Rgveda 
approximately seven times by denoting the meaning 
as epithet of Agni, the dynasty or Rsikuala of Bharata, 
a mediator to make reach the Havi to the Gods and 
also indirectly showing the meaning as a place or 
continent. 


From these above said discussion we may say that the 
country Bharata is uttered in Rgveda to show the 
identity of Aryabhumi — the place of civilized person. 
The reference itself shows the antiquity as well as the 
glory of the nation Bharata. 


2. Rastracetana in Rgveda:- 

In 10" Mandala of Rgveda we come across with the 
references to signify the glory of state. It is said that 
the whole country may be united just because of the 
language (Bhasa or Vani). The Language is an 
instrument to unite the country or nation in a single 
thread like. As Reveda says — 


3 USI GTA AMAT | Reveda. 10.125.3 


It means, I am the creator of state and unite others 
into one. In another Mantra of Reveda, it said that 
language has the tremendous power to create or 
generate life of the whole world. It is like air to 
generate prana within the objects. It is said as — 


FEAST Ae $F STA, HIRATA aTaet fet TART | 
Rgveda -10.125.8 


It is understood that a prosperous country will excel 
the nobility when the people of the same country are 
united. To prove this concept, in or Mandala of 
Reveda it is said — 


Fala Aer: GAlea: TAlet| Reveda. 10 191.3 


The people of the country should have possessed the 
quality to understand others and collectively they 
should be following the noble path. Then only the 
country will prosperous and the people will enjoy 
their life happily. The exact reflection we may get 
from the above said Mantra of Rgveda which shows 
the Rastracetand and also the attitude of the people 
who live in the same country. 


3. Rastravada in Atharvaveda - 

Basically service to the state or country by showing 
deep respect and dignity is a part of the prominent 
responsibility of the citizen of the same state. The 
idea of the exact thought has been reflected in many 
texts of ancient days. Somadeva suri a prominent 
scholar and writer of Nitivakyamrta declares, by 
showing the great significance of Rajadharma and its 
benefits to the citizen by gaining Dharma, Artha and 
Kama if it is followed. It is said that salutation to the 
state, from which Dharma, Artha and Kama 
technically known as trivarga is gained. 


3T2y qaaaahena Ws AF: | 


This idea has been frequently uttered in 
Artharvaveda. Each and every activities of the state is 
made by the collective organisations of the people. It 
is named as Samiti. It means collectively assemble in 
one place for acommon goal and feel proud to be the 
part of it. It is also considered as assembly of the 
people (Rastrasabha) who elect their king. This exact 
content is reflected in Atharvaveda as — 


car fait GUAT USAT | Atharvaveda — 3.4.2 


It is the duty of the Samiti to elect the king and 
members of the Samiti used to take collective 
decision for the same. It is said — 


gare ot afata: Hedditae! Atharvaveda — 6.88.3 
area Gata: Hetd| Atharvaveda — 5.19.15 
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Again it is also discussed in Atharvaveda, to maintain 
the dignity and unity of the Samiti for which 
collective prayer has made by the people. The 
Mantras are narrated as — 


S ached H eae H at Aas Area | 
Car aa AAT Ye Patera SUA | 
Tale Aer: SATA: Cael Gale Act Ue Plea 
Tact a STAT SSA Sarat Paar s1fsravaerea | | 
TaTeh F seHia: SAAT Eaaey a: | 
PAAACT a Aelt Aa g: Taerafel || Atharvaveda — 
6.64.1-3 


For the sake of the country, the above said prayer is 
made by the people as their mind, thought, action and 
aim are to be same and united. This exact reference of 
Atharvaveda shows the Nationalism or the concept of 
Rastravada. The same mantra is also uttered in 
Reveda (10.191.3) as already discussed earlier. 


Further it is said in Atharvaveda that, there are two 
daughters of Prajapati, one is Samiti and the second 
one is Sabha. 


TaN FAT BAavardal warts fet Afaaret | 
Fell Hae ST ATS Nareas defer TAC: HATA | | 
Atharvaveda — 7.12.1 


So like Samiti, Sabha also plays a vital role in state 
administration by maintaining its high respect and 
regards. As it is said — 


aA: GIF: AHATAFALT| Suklayajurveda -16.24 


In many places of Prthivisukta we may recognise the 
concept of Nationalism. To show the affinity to the 
mother earth, the sage declares that, this earth is my 


mother and I am her son. AldAT aye: yar 316 


gfaer: | This concept shows that the people on this 


earth should have thought to realise the beauty of the 
world and their position and also to feel proud that 
they are all the blessed sons of this mother earth. 
Then only they will realise the value of Nationalism. 


4. Rastravada in Upanisad - 

A person who is highly broads in nature, whose 
thoughts are extremely noble, such type of person 
always enjoys a happiest life. Because, he 
understands that the whole universe is the creation of 
Almighty. His essence is existing in each and every 
objects of the universe. As per the direction of 
Almighty, he enters into a peaceful life without 
having a greedy on the property of others. In this 
connection [s§dvdsyopanisad declares — 


SUM AAAG Ud Ae HST HAM STA | 
et AeA HSS AT ITT: HEA FEag_ Tot | Ta -1 


Everything in the universe abides in the Supreme 
Being. By realizing this one should cast off the 
desires that rise in the heart, for example, the thought 
of possessing what is enjoyed by another. Happiness 
comes only by the giving up of desires and 
attachments. 


From this, above said discussion we may say, the 
quality of a Sadhaka as it is narrated in this Mantra, is 
highly notable and he who realises the ultimate truth 
of the universe and feels joy always about the 
happiness of people and the glory of the state. 


In Kenopanisad, a beautiful description we may get 
about the equality of understanding by the Rsi on 
Supreme Brahman (Paramdtman). In this specific 
mantra it is explained that a Sadhaka who gets the 
attachment with Paramdtman there after he feels the 
presence of Almighty in all the objects of the 
universe. It shows the equal thoughts of every object 
as the Paramdatman is omnipresent, He who resides in 
everywhere. It says — 


el MAN sfalfel AFa>Gled| Kena — 6.4 


From this we may get the equal thought of 
understanding about the objects of world, which is 
needed for a Sddhaka to realise the presence of 
Parmatman in each and every objects. The exact 
ideas are also reflected in Srimadbhagavatgita 
frequently. 


Sad BFA Har TA eet: | Gita -6.29 
GA Bay say fasord WALALA| Gita -6.28 


39 N 3 


GH Taal fF Hast THaeaaHeaAL| Gita — 6.29 


So by understanding this concept is nothing by a 
Sadhaka but to see and realise the Universe in the 
path of nobility. 


Again the same attitude as reflected in Sdntimantra of 
the Upanisad, where both the teacher and the student 
are praying before Almighty to get the prosperity by 
the means of protecting their life, food for survival, 
achievement of mighty power and strength and the 
most important demand is to get a life without having 
enmity. As the mantra says — 


SUE Add | Ue alt Herr | 
Ue dst atarae | datia arse Ae | 
AT faelasrae | H Whe: Mle: Mec: | 
Om, may God protect us both (the teacher and the 


student) (during the journey of awakening our 
Knowledge), 
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May God nourish us both (with that spring of 
Knowledge which nourishes life when awakened), 


May we work Together with energy and Vigour 
(cleaning ourselves with that flow of energy for the 
knowledge to manifest), 


May our study be enlightening (taking us towards the 
true essence underlying everything), and not giving 
rise to Hostility (by constricting the understanding of 
the Essence in a particular manifestation only), 


Om peace, peace, peace (be there in the three levels — 
Adhidaivika, Adhibhautika and Adhydatmika). 


This Mantra exactly indicates the equal moment of 
both the teacher and the student towards path of 
prosperity. A strong bond can be visualised between 
the teacher and student through this mantra. They are 
not so selfish in their attitude to get happiness 
individually, where they stand equally to pray for the 
prosperity before the Almighty. This nature shows the 
openness which help to create a noble society. As a 
result Rastracetand or Rastravdda can be established 
in a better way. 


Again another Sdntimantra denotes the nature of 
mankind to enter into a spiritual world by accepting 
the all the good things in his day to day life. He prays 
before Almighty to get all prosperity and happiness. 
He proclaims that whatever he listens that is to be 
well and good, whatever he visualises that is to be 
wise and moreover all his expectations are to be 
auspicious. The Mantra says as — 


H HG HUM: FOTIA Say ate TVA HTAA AST: | 
Peerrsdleredhaeceacaera Sate Bary: || 
Fdied af a Gea: Tate a: FST favaeay: | 
Cae AeTeat soca: Tae at Teese | | 
BH Wied: Wied: Wied: | 
Aum! O gods, may we hear auspicious words with the 


ears; 
While engaged in Yajnas, 


May we see auspicious things with the eyes; 
While praising the gods with steady limbs; 


May we enjoy a life that is beneficial to the 
gods. 


May Indra of ancient fame be auspicious to 
US; 
May the supremely rich (or all-knowing) Pusa (god of 
the earth) 
Be propitious to us; 


May Garuda, the destroyer of evil, 


Be well disposed towards us; 
May Vrhaspati ensure our welfare. 
Aum! Peace! Peace! Peace! 


This Mantra shows the universal happiness of the 
mankind by adopting the noble qualities and 
maintains harmony within the surrounding where he 
resides. 


Further, the instruction is also given in Kathopanisad 
to establish a strong and noble society through the 
mantra. As all we know, the life of human being is so 
precious. (Naratvam durlabham loke). How long we 
are here in this universe, we must act accordingly as 
guided by our Sastras. In Kothopanisad it is said — 


BTedSed SA ICS Aiea 


ORES UT fer etc 
Gat Wate Haat dated! Katha — 1.3.14 


This Mantra is a command or an order to the whole 
citizen of the country. Get ready to march forward, be 
conscious and get the divine blessing from the 
spiritual leader, expose yourself how far strong you 
are. There are the noble lines uttered through this 
mantra because the life of self is so secret. You must 
prepare internally to visualise the divine bliss through 
your journey. Through your noble action, you must 
inspire others to see the beautiful world. Then only 
the Rastracetanda will be inculcate in the mind of the 
people. Swami Vivekananda, a Divine personage, 
who believed in the command of this particular 
Upanisadic Mantra and inspired himself to do 
understand the value of life. This is the symbolic 
representation to establish Nationalism through the 
Upanisadic Mantras. 


Hence it may conclude that the concept of 
Nationalism as reflected in Vedic literature is highly 
informative. The Vedic mantras are not only meant 
for invocation of Vedic deities but also they extend 
the different thoughts of human life in connection to 
the state. The Mantra teaches us about patriotism, 
compassion, dignity, pride, loyalty and 
understanding. Again these mantras make the 
individual trained and fit for the state or society to 
gain a smooth life. Finally they guide human being to 
follow the path of Nationalism and prove him to 
become a responsible citizen of the country. 
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